‘Big ‘Big Red" Dyress
Dies Leading Men
Aoainst Japanese

Lt. Col." A. J. Dyess;. architee-
ture ’32 of Augusta, Ga; . former
Clemson football star and “onz of
the Marine Corps’ most popular of- -
ficers, died standing up at the head
of his battalion during’ the final
extermination of the Japanese gar=
rison on Namur: island on Kwajal=-
ein atoll, a United. Press dispatch
revealed last week.

Krown to his men as “Big Red” |
because he was big and red-haired !
and because his men liked him, the
former Clemson football player led
a reserve battalion ashore on Na-
mur. With Dyess leading the way,
he and his group of men advanced
up a slight rise to take over a posi-
tion.

A Japanese machine gun opened
up as his helmet showed above the
rise. A bullet hit him in the head
and he was killed instantly.

Col. Franklin A, Hart of LaJoila,
Calif.,, his regimental commander,
paid Dyess the highest compliment
in his power:

“He was a true Marine. He died
showing his men how to do it.”




{The fcllowing story - was written
by Staff Sergeant Dick Tenelly, of
‘Washington, D. C., a Marine Corps
Combaf Correspondent).

NAMUR)\ ' ISLAND. - Kwajalein
Atoll, Marshall Islands, February
2—(Delayed) — Shortly after 10
o’clock this morning, Marine Lieu-
tenant Colonel A. J. Dyess, com=-
manding Landing - Team No. 1,
called our Command Post on  the

?9\ beanh He said:
"Rhe ‘fighting 'First’ is its
way. :

Less than an hour Iatel he was
killed 9y a Japanese machine gun

.. bullef ¢hrough the right side ofhis
¢ »forehead.
iaunehed the {inal ‘attack that

Broke the last of Japanese resist-

ence on Namur Island.

: Lieubenant Colonel Dyess was not

~ an “old line” Marine. A graduate

of Clerason College, South Caro-

iina, be ran the Augusta Lumber
Company in Augusta, Georgia, un-
@il he was called from the Marine
Corps Reserve into active duty in

.+ 1940, But he had all the boldness
- and ag’gre:?siveness that are ordi-

on

narily assopiated with veteran cam-
paigners.
I saw
come ashore right beside the pier
on Naniur jIsland. With a few oth-
" mesnes, I was engaged in neu-
relizing ajn enemy pillbox  almost
=T pae-wajer's edge. He refused to
126 his m¢n be diverted by this side
7 is boonfing, parade-ground

. Voice. serht, them on inland where
they werey more badly needed.  And
e went, i

i in the thiek-of the heav-
that encountered

But. his wade_rship had-

{.)fieutenanb Colonel Dyess-

i | Conmor,

Dyess Led “FightingFrst” That
Broke Jap Resistance On Namur

hetween two points along the east-

ern coast of Namur Island. He

stayed through the’ night with his

men, almost surrounded by the en-
emy. Next morning he made his
avay to the Command Post for or-
ers.

Returmng to the front, he made
his dispositions for an attack. With
him was: his . operations officer,
Marine First Lieutenant, Gene G.
Mundy, oi 1306 Mulberry = Street,
Mount Carmel, Illinois. . Instruc-
tions were given to his unit com-
manders, Marine' Captain G. D.
‘Webster, of 531 Parkway, High
Point, North Carolina, Marine Cap-
tain Izvmg Schtechter, of Smith-
town Branch, North Carolina, Ma-
rine. Captain Horace. C. Parks of
277 South Buffalo Street, Orchard
Park, New York.

A group- of Marine ‘tanks | came
up to spearhead the. attack, ILieu-
tenant Colonel = Dyess telephoned
Lieutenant: Colonel Charles D. Rob=
erts at the Command Post .and
gave the message . that his outfit
was “was on -its way.” Then he
setout with his men, directing the
fire of ‘a; vehicle as it moyed along
the beach.:

The Japanese- defense . system
along this section included a. deep
ditch, behind .which lay a dense se-
ries of “heavily fortified dugouts.
Lieutenant Colonel Dyess led his
‘men,. plus: someelements from an-
other Janding’ - team which' first
landed in' this sector, northward
along the ditch, neutrahzmg the
dugouts in transit.

. They were' almost to their ob-
jective when Lieutenant Colonel
Dyess bounded up to the top of the

“ditch-for ‘a-look to)his:right flank.

‘An’ enemy bullet entered his head
and he died: within 10 . minutes,
without - regaining . consciousness.

His officers loved his leadership,
and his men cherished him for the
constant consideration he gave to
their ~welfare. - Speaking of Lieu-
tenant Coionel Dyess’ death, Lieu-
tenant : Colonel  Francis H. Brink,
who ‘commanded one of the assaulf
teams on Namur, said:

“We lost a very. good officer.”

Lieutenant Colonel Dyess is sur-
vived. by his wife, Mrs. Connor
Dyess, ana. thelr _young daughter,
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