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safely. During the past twenty-five years, the two student bodies have contributed
90,000 pints of blood. McKenzie noted that the most important contribution
involved teaching the collegians how to organize themselves to lead in service
ventures.”

Another example of the rising service ethic in the student body grew from
students” desires to create a Habitat for Humanity chapter. In 1992, Paul An-
thony Acorn (Clemson 1994), representing a group of construction science
graduate students, visited with the architecture dean, Jim Barker. They dis-
cussed the vision, and Barker supported the students. By the spring of 1994, the
chapter, under Acorn’s leadership, had reached out to the Rev. Mr. Christopher
Heavner, the Lutheran (ELCA) student pastor attached to the University Lu-
theran Church, to serve as the group’s off-campus advisor. Heavner, previously
active in 4-H while growing up on the family farm in western North Carolina,
had graduated from North Carolina State University. After seminary and his
first pastorate position, he and his wife came to Clemson to work with stu-
dents. The students conceived the notion of
a Habitat home on Bowman Field alongside
the large, colorful displays erected by fraterni-
ties, clubs, sororities, and a few other groups
during homecoming week. At the end of the
week, the unfinished, but usually dried-in,
house was moved to its permanent site and
finished across the winter. During the en-
tire “first build” process in 1994, some 480
students, two dozen faculty, and about forty
townsfolk, including faculty emeriti, wielded
hammers and saws. The townsfolk at work in-
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