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Dear vn. ltltohalla 

CLEMSON COLLEGE LIBRARY 
CLEMSON, SOUTH CAROLINA 

MO'fUlber 23, 191,0 

You asked• about the be&inninc ot the rutoration 
ot Fort H:lll, the Calhoun Mansion. 

ot courae, u everyone Iman, Jin. P. H. lell tound the Will ot Thcau 
o. Clauon OYerlooked u tar u keeping at lean three roou open to 
t.he p11bl10. With the approval ot the Board ot Trustee• ■be replaoed the 
furniture, llade rearrangement• and again opened three downstain rOCIIII 

and the nudy' to the pibllc. She did an excellent piece or ,rork u. 
tar u it wnt and her resources al.land. But b71920 the 11~ 111\ua-

tion had again arisen. OnJ.7 one roca was open t.o the public and vir
tual.ly all at the furniture na crawdad into this. A photograph ot tbia 
1"00II ia in wr tUea. A 11hort tille be.tore Dr.•• M. R1gge death, be bad 
decided to aake a change. At his request, I wrote a report, suggesting 
what should be done. He died before he could tul.17 c&rr7 0t1t bi9 planl. 

Now tram the fairl.7 complete original. Noorda or copi•• I could pn JOI! 
an accurate account of what took place betwen l92S and 19)7 1n connection 
With the restoration • .lla,thar lira. Holaa■ or I haie kept recorda. lln. 
Holaa1 and I resigned our conneot1on with the Fon Hill reno.ration in 
19.37. SClll9~ I shall write this story in tun but not now. I judge thn 
what 1°'1 ·· ia the period trca 1928 until the end ot your adw1 n1 nration. 

L. 

By act.ton ot the Board ot Tru.stee1, rort Hill oeued to be oocup1e4 u 
a priYate re1idence in 1928. At tbi■ tiae Dr. 1. •• SikN appointed as a 
ocad.ttea to control and re.ton Fort Hill Jin. A. B. Bryan, Kr. J.C. 
Littlejohn and,. o. Holme■• I WU nwd Chai.nan ba.t decUned t.o •ene 
111d the comittee chON ur. Littlejohn u chairun. But I agreed to 
caff7 on tlMI cmt1ea ot obairllan tor Kr. Littlejohn With the undent-•nding 

that I would oonnlt bill before arrr iaportan\ deoi■ion wu u.de. Thu 
w oarried in until 1935' when I turned Oftl' to Kr. Littlejohn all the 
duti•• ot the oha1rllanah1p. 

Soon attar the College ec.d.ttee organi■-d w invited the looal chapter■ 
ot the u.D.c. and of the D.A.R. to cooperate in the N■toration. oar 
ccmittff had the hoa■e cleall8d1 the t'1.rnituN plaoed in the d1n1ng l'OClll1 

the drawing rooa, the hall, and the large dowutain bed rom. We arranged 
to hffe the building open to the public. OnlT one itea or addit!on wu 
made t.o the furniture; turniabinge or~ alee tr• 1928 until the 
Sprilag of 19'-4. Thia was 80118 ohaap cotton curta1ml in two rocu. I l).ad 

the aaterial donated. Mrs. Bryan Jlld• tha or had th• llade. 

'1'h• local chapter of the U.D.C. accepted the inntation t.o aid in r~ora
tion but actuall.7 did nothing in carrying out actual restoration until 
1931'. 

I haTe lward, and think it is poaeibl.1' true, (tho I k:nolr of no record to 
tbie e!tect) that one or two ca.11.ttee■ 1181" haT• been appointed b7 the -
John c. Calhoun Chapter to do 8Clll8t.h1Dc. I ban heard that. a oCllllittu 
uked the S .c. Dirl.aion to take on Fort Hill u a projeot.. Whether tbia 
i11 true or not I do not knalr. The DiTi■ion did not accept it. 
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But I do know that not one cent ot mona7 wu oolleated b;r J'OIII' chapter u 

• reatoration fund and that no aot ot renoration wu done un\U mu1.ng 

J'Olll' edndn11trat1oa. 

In the Spring ot 1934 )'Oil o- to our hom and uked Kn. Hom, to aocept 

the chairaanehip ot the Calhoun llanaion Reatorat1on Coad.ttee. After oon.

e1deri.D£ the otter tor a ta d:a,11 ■be agreed. to aoo~ 11p0n rq vetnc her 

to do eo. I was ao diaheart.emd b7 the el.a, or no, Pl'OINU t.bat, I wu 

aboutto uk Dr. Sikes to reline• ot aeaber■hip on hia oCllld.ttee. Kn, 

Crawford and Mn. Lamaster were alao on JOU1" n1torat.ion caad.t.tee, latff 

~• lluch and Kn. lloCollua. Nothing bad bea d0li8 tor m ,-an, 

lf1th the aid of s·ae bueineas •n and alulPd ot GreeDri.lle and el.Hwbere, 

and with the ""-d ot the College, lln. Holaea had Nnored w1'11 period pape:r, 

nn drapenu, rugs braes andirons eto. the hall, \he drllld.JJg l"OCIII and ti. 

dinina ro•• These roou wen first ·opened to the publio at 0-DNIIIDt 

19,4.. It was your administration that real.11' began t.fw renoration ot Fort 

Hill, 

The work ~f .restoration led \o ~a X'810lut1on 'b7 the Board ot Truetee■ a... 

•nd·htg the work ot Hrs. Holllaa and her ccad.ttee and a letter ot tbanb 

t'rca Dr. Sikes. :rt ns partl:, theee b7 which the S.C.Di'ri.sio?J ~u utenn-

ed 1n the projec\. · 

The s.c. D1vi81oD u.n.o • . held ita amma1 OODftntion in Gol.mlbia Deoellber 

~,S~6~ 19:,b. JJrs. Holmes 'lfa& \he chapter•e delegate. B;r a d19plq ot p~ 

grapha or the interior ·of Fort Hill be.tore and attv reatOl"ation, b7 

abolrJ.Dg that she had raised 1n eight aontb8 a.ore than '200 in IIODI:, and 

•teriall (ThiJ Jras done PartlT b7 cont.Jdbutiou flaoed 1n a bG'lt MC' ti» 

register, a box made- by the late lfr. Joaph H-r> • b7 all ot tb1• • 

enli8ted the 1l1tereat o.t the otticera ot the Di'f'iaion and wu inri.Md w· 

a&di.aa t}le connntion. ftJa OCUMmtioll TOtecl to UIUM U QM of iU ob

jeoti~ reiating 1' the John O. C-1h<>un Chapter in the Na~at.ion et ti. 

"Fort . ' Mansion r 
Par the complete Jcord, 10a .PliH Sl, 74~ and 127 ot the Kimtu ot the 

)8th annual co~iOJ1 SQUth Carolina Diri.aion lJnited Daughten ot tb9 

Oontec:laracu"• . i 

Thu inolu4e1 yow:- otticiai report tell.1ng what bad been done at Port Hill• 

the first that had been done. 
' . 

I haw read llrs. Holll&s r4'J>C)rU to the chapter, the ld.mtea ot 7f'U chapter, 

and other records and find that the Port. Hill Rastor,ation Oolll1"8e bad 7f1Gr 

heart:, au~ u well u that ot 1118• Cornelia Oraha who aucc.eead JOU 

u Pruident .lot the lP,oal ·chapter. , . 

YOII aq llake UN of this aaterl.al in U7 07 70U Id.ah, pl'Oftded 7°" 1111D 

public tile entire cont.nts .. 

With 'beet wishe1, 
Y011ra verr trill,:, 

J.... O.. Ho.111111 

I hereby certify t~ the above 1a a true Cop)" of the or1g1nal letter. 

ffi~ ~- ~\~,.... 

Muriel O. illt.l.edg• 



' 

Corrections in Mr . Holmes's letter of Nov. 23, 1940 

Page 1 - Par. 5 - The statement"from 1928 until the Spring of 19314 

should read from 1928 until the Spring of 1933. 

Page 1 - Par. 6 - "the year 1934 11 should read year 1933. 

Page 2 - Par. 2 - "In the Spring of 1934 11 should read Spring 1933. 

Page 2 - Par. 2 - The connnittees are not given in full and are 
not correct. 

Mrs. J.H.Mitchell, Pres. of the Chapter appointed the following 
connnittees:-

1932-33 Mrs. D.W.Daniel 
Mrs. J.P.LaMaster 
Mrs. Mamie Crawford 
Mrs. Hoke Sloan 

1933-34 Mrs. A.G.Holmes 

Mrs. Mamie Crawford 
Mrs. J.P.LaMaster 

Information: Mrs. A.G.Holmes was a member of the John U.Chapter 
U.D.C. during the time she was chairman pf the 
"Restoration Connnittee". 

Reference : The ab mve inf or mation i s found in t he Year Books 

Signed 

Notary 

of the John C. Chapter U.D. C. for 19 32- 33 and 1933- 34 

Zh4dl. e-?I md.at Past Pres. u.n.c. 

iJJil&~ 
My commission expires nt the 

Pleasure of the Governor, 
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